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Apologetic Correction to the Time of Jacob's Trouble

Please accept my sincere apologies for an error in understanding concerning the "type" of Jacob and his life in obtaining his wives, children, cattle, and goods in relation to the soon coming of Jesus Christ and the establishing of His Kingdom!

My error is in previously teaching that Jacob did not receive Rachel until the second set of seven years were fulfilled and as such, teaching that the ensuing or following year could be called a "honeymoon year"! Please disregard the references of Jacob and Rachel being wed at the completion of the second seven years AND the following year as a "honeymoon year"! And substitute the following correction for this...
Even though this aspect of interpretive understanding was incorrect, the fact remains that there are still stated a distinct 3 sets of seven years of service by Jacob to Laban. The "timeline" or timing of this "type" has not changed in the slightest! It has only been better clarified to a more deeper, scriptural understanding. I just pray that I can convey to you the glorious riches that this '"type" contains and how it interacts with other scriptures.
The typology as stated in the video for the first week of service upon the promise of Jacob to do so and the fulfilling his word and then being lied to by Laban does not change! So I do not need to cover this again. I will be starting with where the error did occur and the correction of it.  And that would be of the day that Jacob received Leah in the lie of Laban and the consummation of that union of the promise being fulfilled!
Let me start at:

Gen 29:14-“And Laban said to him, Surely thou art my bone and my flesh. And he abode with him the space of a month”.

Now Laban is recognizing Jacob as family. But Jacob is serving Laban for his own keep and not being a burden upon Laban or his recourses OR expecting payment or wages for his service. How do we know this? It is because of the following verse! Paraphrasing, Laban says to Jacob, “Just because you are family (my brother), should you have to expect to serve me for nothing (or no wages)? What is it that you want (for serving me in my household)?” 

15: “And Laban said unto Jacob, Because thou art my brother, shouldest thou therefore serve me for nought? tell me, what shall thy wages be?”  
Now here comes the PROMISE of service FOR WAGES and the length of time for said promise of service to be fulfilled!
18: “And Jacob loved Rachel; and said, I will serve thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter”. 

Now verse 20 below is strictly narrative of stated fact and some details of the years that were fulfilled!

20: “And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her. 21: And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in unto her”.
Jacob now considers Rachel his wife, and wants his wife for what purpose?
To go in unto her (sex) to consummate the union and for the intimate relationship that he longed for since kissing Rachel when they met!
11: “And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept”.

Now comes the crux of the matter! Here comes the deceit (the lie); BUT NOTICE the "handmaid" is given and WHEN!

22: “And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, and made a feast”. 

Again, what was the purpose of this feast? To get Jacob DRUNK by night time so that the lie (the switching in of Leah instead of Rachel) would go drunkenly unnoticed! As I have said before, not all that was taught of this by me was incorrect.

I pointed out before and still do, that if this is being portrayed as the future fulfilling in timing to Christ's Coming and Kingdom, and this "feast" is the reference to the start of the "day of the Lord" at the Feast of Trumpets in 2000, then look at the following scriptures!

1 Thess. 5:2-“For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 3: For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape. 6: Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 7: For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night”. 

Is there the correlation to someone being drunk in the night? At the time of a feast? When they are saying "peace and safety" and then the "lie" (sudden destruction), AS travail (sorrow) upon a woman with child (which keeps going)? Look at what God cursed the woman with!
Gen. 3:16-“Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee”. 
I have not gotten there yet, but just wait and see Leah's conception multiplied!
23: “And it came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter, and brought her to him; and he went in unto her. 24: And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah Zilpah his maid for an handmaid”. 

Just following narrative, when was the handmaid given to Leah? It was before Jacob woke to find the lie having been performed. But the handmaid was given AFTER the consummation/ sexual union of Jacob and Leah! It is like a wedding gift given to Leah by Laban as sure as he knew that the consummation of this union took place! 
25: “And it came to pass, that in the morning, behold, it was Leah: and he said to Laban, What is this thou hast done unto me? did not I serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore then hast thou beguiled me? 
26: And Laban said, It must not be so done in our country, to give the younger before the firstborn”. 

Now it always was Laban's intent to unload Leah (and that by the consummation/ sex) as soon as the days were fulfilled (7 years) of the Promise by Jacob! 
Now here begins my correction!

27: “Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years”. 

"Fulfil her week”... in other words, “Promise/ Give me your word that you will fulfill Leah's week”.
“And we will give thee this also”. Give WHAT?
The ability/ permission to "go in unto her" (Rachel) and sexually consummate the union as husband and wife ALSO! Why? For what reason? "For the service which thou SHALT serve with me"- for the promise and keeping of his word of future fulfillment! 
For how long? SEVEN OTHER YEARS! This is said the morning after the consummation of Jacob and Leah! Jacob fulfilled Rachel's week, and now to get to go in unto Rachel, he promised his word to serve “yet seven other years” for Leah's week!

Now look closely again:

28: “And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife also”. 
Notice that this verse is God's narrative. Neither Jacob nor Laban are quoted here. In a nutshell it just states that Jacob promised to fulfill Leah's week, and Jacob fulfilled it (God's foreknowledge). And as a result of promising to fulfill Leah's week, Laban gave Rachel to Jacob as his wife also. It is important to note here that what God saw was the promise to fulfill the service of "yet seven other years", the fact that it was to be fulfilled, and then after the promise was made (but not yet fulfilled by Jacob), that Laban gave Rachel also. 
This is different than what is stated later. Because Jacob was already going in and "loving" (having intimate sexual relations with BOTH women, but with Rachel more than Leah) them when the Lord states that Jacob will serve with him (Laban) "yet seven other years" (future to the promised fulfilling of Leah's week, which is why Jacob was able to have the intimate sexual relationship with Rachel in the first place)!
Yes, this promise and God's foreknowledge of fulfillment (in giving Rachel upon this promise) is foreshadowing of our relationship in Christ. Just as Jacob (us-Christians) desired the intimate relationship in Rachel (ewe- lamb of God- Jesus Christ), he received only the "down payment" of the unfulfilled promise. 
Eph 1:12-“That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 13: In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,           14: Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory”.

Now for us (the believers in Christ Jesus) how do we know that this promise is seen as being fulfilled and therefore having received the fruit/redemption of Christ's purchased possession?
Eph 2:5-“Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6: And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7: That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus”. 

Now for Israel in our time, the redemption of Christ's purchased possession will come when all Israel is saved. She will inherit the Kingdom which was promised to her and be at rest and no longer afraid. And this comes from the "SEED"/ fruit of the woman (Israel) with the promise fulfilled in time. 
Now back to the Genesis account...
Yes, it is that Rachel and Jacob upon the promise (the giving of Jacob's word to fulfill the week of Leah) that Laban gave Rachel for his wife also on the day after the consummation/sexual union of Leah and Jacob! Still making them (Leah & Jacob) husband and wife FIRST!

Now, Jacob's word was given to Laban to fulfill the week of Leah BEFORE the actual fulfilling of it. Now then, what would God be honoring? Laban's giving of Rachel before the contracted/promised time was fulfilled, OR would God be honoring the promise and then the keeping of that promise by Jacob?

The same was true for the first 7 years! Jacob PROMISED/gave his word to fulfill 7 years of labor for his expected-to-be wife (Rachel). But remember right now we are still on the day after the consummation of Jacob going in unto Leah, not Rachel! And right after, the Promise by Jacob, to serve these YET (future) 7 other years! And as such Rachel is given as wife to Jacob also! So then what does Laban do?

29: “And Laban gave to Rachel his daughter Bilhah his handmaid to be her maid”. 

Yes, like Leah before, it was AFTER their consummating of being husband and wife (even though by a lie), Rachel is given a hand maid! (RECAP)
Now we are still in the 2nd (second) 7 years at the beginning of it! Leah and Jacob are husband and wife by the consummation of their union, Leah has her maid, Jacob promises to work the next YET (future) 7 other years, Rachel then is given to be Jacob's wife, and Rachel is also given a handmaid. BUT NOW, with the permission of Laban (in giving Rachel as wife to Jacob upon his promise) Jacob is able to:

30: “And he went in also unto Rachel, and he loved also Rachel more than Leah, and served with him yet seven (notice there is no "THE" to denote the years promised earlier) other years”.

Now, Rachel has the handmaid after the sexual union between Jacob and herself. Notice that Jacob went in also unto Rachel, and the Lord says that he loved (sex with- out of the love of his heart) ALSO Rachel more than Leah. 

Why "also"? A possible meaning is that he was having sex with Rachel MORE than with Leah during these 7 other years of promised service! And I believe that it would be from the very first day that Jacob received Rachel as wife. Look, it was not Leah the "not so beautiful" sister that Jacob loved! It was Rachel! Who do you honestly think that Jacob wanted to be in bed with more? Otherwise, it should just say, "And he went in also unto Rachel, and he loved Rachel more than Leah, and served with him yet seven other years."

You see, with the word "yet" used in the statement by God's narrative in verse 30, it puts these 7 other years future to the fact that Jacob was already loving (sexually) both wives under the "unfulfilled" promise of Jacob's to do so for Leah's week. In which the Lord states that it will be fulfilled by Jacob (and in His foreknowledge) it is fulfilled!

So then, these "yet seven other years" are future to Leah's week being fulfilled, BUT there is NOTHING stating that Jacob will be starting out these seven years serving with Laban for anything or any wages! 
The previous two sets of seven years are stated up front what WAGES they are to be served for! Why? Because these seven years START with Jacob just serving with Laban for the needs of his family and himself. And that is what the example of the abiding with and serving Laban for the month prior to the initial agreement was for (see Genesis 29:14).
Now there will come a time within these last "yet seven other years" in which there will be an agreement made for service of Jacob's material wealth for his family! But there is no stated length of time given for this service to be done on the onset of this agreement!
Like the Creation account, the Lord goes back for detailed explanation of what happens during these last 14 years (7 other years- for Leah's week and the 7-other years of just starting out in serving with, BUT with no contractual agreement for wages to start these last 7- other years)! You see the Lord as having done this before in the accounting of the Creation and then in the "generations" of His creation week! But notice that the Lord didn't go all the way back to the first day of creation. He started with what was needed to know. Here is the example of how this recounting the details in the generations of the "heavens and the earth" starts out. You can finish reading this and see that the Lord bounces back and forth from different days of creation.
Gen 2:4-“These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 
3rd Day
5: And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. 
6: But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.

 6th Day
7: And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.

3rd Day 








 6th Day 
8: And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there

he put the man whom he had formed. 
3rd Day
9: And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
Now is it possible that as the Lord said He would declare the "end" (the Revelation) from the "beginning" (Genesis) that the understanding of the details can be formed? What is happening here in the accounting of the generations of Creation is that the Lord did not start with day 1, but with day 3, and then bounced back and forth of these days by the subject matter being discussed or addressed. In other words the Lord is not giving the details in a "linear" manner!

I believe the same is true with the details in the visions given to John of the Revelation of Jesus Christ! Yes, the details are given, but they are by the subject matter and not that they need to be seen as linear!
Now the same thing is true with "time" that is given in the Revelation and in Daniel! Time (or the length of it) is given or assigned to the subject matter being discussed and NOT the subject matter given or assigned to the "time". For instance: ( and I'm not going to quibble of the equation of "1260 days"/ "42 months"/ time, times and dividing of time", they all are references to the same length of time)
Rev 11:2-“But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.” (Subject= they/Gentiles, time assigned for treading= 42 months)

3:-“And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth”. (Subject= two witnesses, time assigned= 1260 days)
Rev. 13:5-“And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months”. (Subject= him, time assigned= 42 months)
Rev. 12:6-“And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days”. (Subject= God's protection of Israel, time assigned=1260 days)
Now I'm not even going to get into the days of Daniel regarding this. My point is that these 4 references alone cannot all start at the same time and end at the same time (or any two of these). Just because 4 different subject matters discussed above are assigned the same length of time to them, does not mean they (or any 2 of them) start at the same time. They start according to the subject matters circumstances further defined by scripture.

Here is a practical example! Three different people (Peter, James and John) have different set of circumstances. They all get paid on different days of the month (Peter on the 1st, James on the 10th and John on the 20th). Now all 3 go into the same car dealership to buy a car on "time"! They all receive the same contract or stated length of time for them to repay (3 &1/2 years)! But because of their (being the subject matter) ability to begin payment, their time to begin their 3 & 1/2 years of payments will be on the 1st,the 10th, and the 20th respectively! They do not start at the same time, they do not finish at the same time, and yet they all have received the same length of time to the completion of their contracts!
You can see this very thing in the charts and video on the "Days of Daniel" at www.godstimeline.net. I put this in here, because I didn't want to have to write another article on how the "Revelation" was written and the why these times in Daniel and Revelation seem to make no sense!

It is more than possible that the "details" of the Revelation are not in linear, chronological order. But it is up to us, through His Word, to put the details in their proper order of events. Now this is not the purpose of this article right now. But think about it!

But now back to the details of Jacob's Trouble and the "generations" to Jacob/Israel of his children.

I just finished with Genesis 29:30. Now on to verse 31, where the Lord starts giving the details of the last 14 years! The set of “yet seven other years” and “yet seven other years”! And the Lord begins very shortly after the commencement of the second seven years of Jacob's promised laboring for Leah's week on Rachel's behalf.
Gen. 29:31-“And when the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb: but Rachel was barren”. 

When and why would it be that the Lord saw that Leah was hated/not desired/not wanted by Jacob? Even though Jacob was able to go in unto Rachel the night after he went in unto Leah, that would not constitute a difference in whom Jacob loved "more" (or in making love to more) as there would be an equal amount of times given for these women by Jacob!

No, I believe (since verse 31 is returning to the beginning) we can take the verses in the subject matters of either being hated or loved or loved more together. 
30: “And he went in also unto Rachel, and he loved also Rachel more than Leah, 31: And when the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb: but Rachel was barren”.

I believe that from the second night of the second 7 years of promised labor, that there was a disparaging/glaring difference in the amount of times that Jacob made love to Rachel as compared to Leah! 

Now that would give credence that a full month passed as Jacob was trying to please his wife and give her children and to show and say that Rachel was "barren"! However, seeing that Leah was hated, the Lord opened her womb and she conceived and started bearing children like crazy (I am not going to go through all four children being born verse by verse. I want to address WHY The Lord opened Leah's womb and kept Rachel barren!).
What was it that differentiated Leah from Rachel? The difference, as I was trying to point out from the beginning of this "apologetic correction", is that of the "promise” given and then fulfilled! Even though Jacob promised to work 7 years for Rachel's week, the fruit(s) of his labor became Leah. Leah became the wife/fruit of the promise fulfilled! And as such was under the blessing of God, which extended to the "fruit of her womb" (her children). Even to those children of her handmaid!
Of course, the difference to Rachel during these 2nd seven years was that she was made wife to Jacob under the “promise”, but not yet fulfilled! Even though man (Jacob and Laban) considered them wed, according to God He was still awaiting the FULFILLMENT OF THE PROMISE! And with the promise unfulfilled, even the children of Rachel's handmaid were not counted for the promise!

Rachel, just like Sarah, did not want to wait upon the Lord and the fulfilling of the promised seed and tried to circumvent and bring their husbands children before the set (fulfilled) time! What does it say about Sarah's handmaid's child?
Now here is the original promise to Abram of the Promised "Seed" to come!

Gen 15:2-“And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus? 3: And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in my house is mine heir. 4: And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. 5: And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 6: And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness”. 

There is no doubt that Abram's wife (Sarai) knew of this promise, and as his wife the promised seed would come through her! But as I said earlier, she did not want to wait upon the Lord!
Gen16:1-“Now Sarai Abram’s wife bare him no children: and she had an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was Hagar. 2: And Sarai said unto Abram, Behold now, the LORD hath restrained me from bearing: I pray thee, go in unto my maid; it may be that I may obtain children by her. And Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai”. 
Now compare Jacob and Rachel's account...
Gen 30:1-“And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give me children, or else I die. 2: And Jacob’s anger was kindled against Rachel: and he said, Am I in God’s stead, who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the womb? 3: And she said, Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall bear upon my knees, that I may also have children by her”. 
The principles in both accounts are identical! Both wives (Sarai and Rachel) did not want to wait upon the Lord and the fulfillment of His Promises in and through both husbands! Now what do we know of the seed of Abram and Hagar?
Gen17:7-“And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee”. 
This of course is that “seed” which is Christ Jesus!

Gen 17:18-“And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee! 19: And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. 20: And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation. 21: But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee (NOTICE WHAT FOLLOWS) at this set time in the next year”.

I want to be sure that it is understood that the promise and fulfillment of that promise is to the seed (Isaac/Christ) and also seen in the fulfillment of the promise to Jacob's seed through Rachel (in Joseph/Christ)!
Gal. 3:16-“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 18: For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham by promise.                19: Wherefore then serveth the law? It was added because of transgressions, till the seed should come (fulfillment) to whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the hand of a mediator”. 
Gal. 4:22-“For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. 23: But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he of the freewoman was by promise....28: Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise”. 

And so was Joseph!

Rom. 9:7-“Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. 8: That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed. 
9: For this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and Sarah shall have a son”.

All of these scriptures are to show that as with Ishmael by the hand- maid Hagar, the same is also true for Rachel's handmaid (her children by proxy are not counted to the seed (fulfillment) of promise).
The unfulfilled promise of Jacob's is why Rachel is barren and why the children of the unfulfilled promise are not counted in reckoning the week to be fulfilled! In short, it is only to Leah and her handmaid's children that the unfulfilled promise of her week (to which Jacob is serving for) is to be counted. And simply, it is Leah who is the wife of the Fulfilled Promise at this time!
Now there was a lot to say to this end. There are a lot of people who do not see that the Lord ordained in this type and account 3 sets of seven years, contending that just because Jacob later refers to his serving with Laban as being only 20 years (Gen. 31: 38 & 41)! 
But they are not taking into account that all 20 years were for serving for something in return (wages)! And some are fully ignoring what God said FIRST concerning the last seven years; that the service was not started out for any wages at all.
Here are the accounts.

Gen. 29:20-“And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had to her”.
 (Yeah, seven years FOR something- the first wife)
Gen.29:27-“Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for the service which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years”. 
(Yes, receiving FOR the future service of "yet seven other years")
Gen.29:30-“And he went in also unto Rachel, and he loved also Rachel more than Leah, and served with him yet seven other years”.
(Right, there is NOTHING stated to which Jacob is to be serving with Laban for!)

Again, the naysayer contends that there is only 20 years of service in total! But (and this is a big BUT), the last 6 years of service FOR wages (cattle/wealth) did NOT start until after Joseph is born! 
So by their (the naysayers) reasoning (based only on the 38th and 41st verses in chapter 31) it must be that Jacob labored 7 years with no children. Then (they contend) Jacob started the next 7 years for the next wife, in which ALL children (including Joseph) must be born in those 7 years! Then (they say) Jacob then began the 6 years of laboring for his wages of the cattle, etc.! 
There will be two graphics showing the timing in the gestations of the children of Leah and her handmaid only, as I previously hoped to show why Rachel’s handmaid's children are not counted either! And the children of Rachel and Joseph are only counted after the promise of service is fulfilled!
As I said at the onset of this correction in understanding these scriptures, Jacob and Leah are husband and wife from the consummation of the promise fulfilled by Jacob. And Jacob and Rachel are "considered" husband and wife the next night upon the consummation of the promise yet unfulfilled! So in the text of the child bearing years, I do not have to make any allowance as to "if" Rachel and Joseph are husband and wife or not as I did before. They were and are!
Therefore I am not going into the verses one by one! I'm only going to address any change in what I previously taught. The bearing of the children is pretty straight forward. So I will just list the scriptures up to the time that Joseph is born. Because that is also the point of contention of whether there is 21 years or just 20!

Gen. 29:32-“And Leah conceived, and bare a son, and she called his name Reuben: for she said, Surely the LORD hath looked upon my affliction; now therefore my husband will love me. 33: And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Because the LORD hath heard that I was hated, he hath therefore given me this son also: and she called his name Simeon. 34: And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Now this time will my husband be joined unto me, because I have born him three sons: therefore was his name called Levi. 35: And she conceived again, and bare a son: and she said, Now will I praise the LORD: therefore she called his name Judah; and left bearing”.  

No problem here! Four children in succession. Just as the Lord said to the woman (Eve). In sorrow (Leah was hated) He will multiply her conceptions!

Genesis 30:1-“And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister; and said unto Jacob, Give me children, or else I die. 2: And Jacob’s anger was kindled against Rachel: and he said, Am I in God’s stead, who hath withheld from thee the fruit of the womb?” 


Of course, Jacob was angry with Rachel. Jacob knew it was the Lord who shut up Rachel's womb! It was evident by the children that were coming from Leah, that Jacob was NOT shooting blanks! Jacob, in essence was saying to Rachel, “Look it's not my fault, I'm not in God's place withholding the fruit of your womb”!

Of course this is such a beautiful "type" and depiction of the "fruit" of Jesus Christ's labor/suffering and the cross; it cannot be realized until the Promise of the reconciliation and remission for sins by His death is fulfilled!

Gen 30:3-“And she said, Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall bear upon my knees, that I may also have children by her. 
4: And she gave him Bilhah her handmaid to wife: and Jacob went in unto her. 5: And Bilhah conceived, and bare Jacob a son. 6: And Rachel said, God hath judged me, and hath also heard my voice, and hath given me a son: therefore called she his name Dan. 7: And Bilhah Rachel’s maid conceived again, and bare Jacob a second son. 8: And Rachel said, With great wrestlings have I wrestled with my sister, and I have prevailed: and she called his name Naphtali”. 
I have explained why I believe that these children are not counted for the promise. But it is noteworthy (that of being out of God's will in not waiting upon the Lord) that this first child's tribe is the one that will be a curse to Israel in the future. It was by the children of the tribe of Dan that set up idolatry in the northern 10 tribes (see Judges 18).
And we also see the "spiritual" ramifications of Rachel's disobedience in her first child by the handmaid, by what she declares upon his birth!

Gen. 29:6-“And Rachel said, God hath judged me, and hath also heard my voice, and hath given me a son: therefore called she his name Dan” (this is her "reproach" which she will refer to when Joseph is born and the Lord has taken away her reproach by the "seed of the promise fulfilled")!


And the fact that he (Dan) is not listed or given the recognition as being numbered with those who are "sealed" by God in the time of "Great Tribulation"(see Rev. 7)! He is the firstborn out of the unfulfilled promise and replaced by the "child of the Seed" of the fulfilled promise of Joseph (Manasseh- Joseph's firstborn)! Which by the way, he is the fruit of Joseph (type of Christ) and that of the daughter of the Pharaoh of Egypt (the world)! Hehehe, Just how beautiful is this?
However, he (Dan) is counted or given his recognition for his father's (Jacob) sake in the physical inheritance of and in the Millennial Kingdom (see Ezekiel 48)!
Now the following is the continuation of the account of Leah! Realize that what Rachel did with her handmaid and what follows happens at relatively the same time! In other words, both handmaids are giving birth at the same time. But as shown, only Leah's handmaid's children are counted to the passing of time, as being children of the "fulfilled promise"!
Gen. 29:9-“When Leah saw that she had left bearing, she took Zilpah her maid, and gave her Jacob to wife”. 

What could it mean, when it says that "Leah saw" that she left off bearing? I believe that it could only mean that she "saw" her menstrual cycle start (her period begin)! And that would explain the additional month between seeing this and the giving of the handmaid to continue giving children to Jacob. We do have an example with Rachel for this.

Gen. 31:34-“Now Rachel had taken the images, and put them in the camel’s furniture, and sat upon them. And Laban searched all the tent, but found them not. 35: And she said to her father, Let it not displease my lord that I cannot rise up before thee; for the custom of women is upon me. And he searched, but found not the images”.

As I said before, the rest is no different of what I had taught before, except that there is no honeymoon year when the "promise” is fulfilled! All that it does show which I (we) did also teach is that it shows that with the start of that year, there is a ceasing of laboring for "wages"! This is referred to a "year of rest" or a "Sabbatical year"! 


Gen 30:10-“And Zilpah Leah’s maid bare Jacob a son. 11: And Leah said, A troop cometh: and she called his name Gad. 12: And Zilpah Leah’s maid bare Jacob a second son. 13: And Leah said, Happy am I, for the daughters will call me blessed: and she called his name Asher”.
Gen. 30:17-“And God hearkened unto Leah, and she conceived, and bare Jacob the fifth son.  18 And Leah said, God hath given me my hire, because I have given my maiden to my husband: and she called his name Issachar. 19: And Leah conceived again, and bare Jacob the sixth son. 20: And Leah said, God hath endued me with a good dowry; now will my husband dwell with me, because I have born him six sons: and she called his name Zebulun. 21: And afterwards she bare a daughter, and called her name Dinah”. 
Now what would be the point in the Lord to say "afterwards"? I believe it could be for two reasons. The first reason is to denote that there is a break from the successive birthing from child to child that Leah had with Dinah's brothers. In other words, Dinah was not born right after the previous child by Leah. And yet, it would not be as long as to be "leaving off bearing" as was the long break between Judah and Issachar.

The second reason is that of what these seven years (2nd seven years-referred to by God as "yet seven other years") are for and the fulfillment of them. And that was for the "promise" of service to Laban to be fulfilled! And if you look at the graphics (soon following) of these sons of Jacob through Leah (the wife of the fulfilled promise) you will see that there would only be two months before the appointed time and promise to be fulfilled!

Therefore, it is most likely that Leah conceived Dinah at Tishri 1st (Rosh Hashanah) with the promised fulfilled and then shortly (about 3 months) after did Rachel conceive to then give birth to Joseph after Dinah! And it is only after the fulfillment of Leah's week (FOR Rachel) that both sisters could be pregnant at the same time and yet conceive and deliver in  this staggered fashion. Either one of these reasons could be true on their own, but then they both could be true! I personally believe that they are both true. And because of the promise being fulfilled the following verse is now able to be said by the Lord!

Gen 30:22-“And God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb”. 
Of course God now remembers Rachel! The Promise of Jacob to fulfill Leah's week has been fulfilled! So then, at this point the promised “week” is fulfilled (the 2nd set of 7 years referred to by God as "yet seven other years"), which would be fourteen (14) straight years! 

For those who thought (or still think) that Jacob was in service to Laban for "only" 20 years, then (as I said before) Joseph would have to be BORN (now, at this time) for Jacob to begin (under contractual agreement with Laban) working/laboring FOR his wages of the cattle/material wealth!

Gen. 30:25-“And it came to pass, when Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob said unto Laban, Send me away, that I may go unto mine own place, and to my country” (Joseph MUST BE BORN for the following to occur! AND NOTE: No stipulation of the length of time to serve! It ends up being "6" years- Sabbatical cycle to complete the 2nd "yet SEVEN OTHER YEARS", which also did not have any wages assigned to begin them)!

Gen 30:26-“Give me my wives and my children, for whom I have served thee, and let me go: for thou knowest my service which I have done thee. 27: And Laban said unto him, I pray thee, if I have found favour in thine eyes, tarry: for I have learned by experience that the LORD hath blessed me for thy sake. 28: And he said, Appoint me thy wages, and I will give it”. 

Now “wages” are discussed FOR the "cattle" and PROVISION (his family’s economy) for his own house! Remember WHEN the following is being said between Jacob and Laban! Right after Joseph is BORN!
Gen 30:29-“And he said unto him, Thou knowest how I have served thee, and how thy cattle was with me. 30: For it was little which thou hadst before I came, and it is now increased unto a multitude; and the LORD hath blessed thee since my coming: and now when shall I provide for mine own house also? 

31: And he said, What shall I give thee? And Jacob said, Thou shalt not give me any thing: if thou wilt do this thing for me, I will again feed and keep thy flock. 

32: I will pass through all thy flock to day, removing from thence all the speckled and spotted cattle, and all the brown cattle among the sheep, and the spotted and speckled among the goats: and of such shall be my hire. 33: So shall my righteousness answer for me in time to come, when it shall come for my hire before thy face: every one that is not speckled and spotted 34: among the goats, and brown among the sheep, that shall be counted stolen with me. 35: And Laban said, Behold, I would it might be according to thy word”. 

Again, like the initial serving for Rachel, it is Jacob who sets the terms of the agreement and Laban then agrees! Now why didn't Jacob set in these terms for how long he would serve as he did before? For one thing, he would not know how long it would take for these cattle to give birth to become his wealth! Jacob didn't know! But God knew! As he stated for these years and the year before "YET SEVEN OTHER YEARS"! And the service FOR the cattle began that very day "when Rachel had born Joseph, that Jacob said unto Laban"! 
Gen 30:35-“And he removed that day the he goats that were ringstreaked and spotted, and all the she goats that were speckled and spotted, and every one that had some white in it, and all the brown among the sheep, and gave them into the hand of his sons”.
 

And the rest of what was and is taught concerning "God's Timeline"
is (as they say)... "the rest is history"! 

Well, if you still think that there can only be 20 years to this story of Jacob's life and family in "type" to the Coming Kingdom of Christ, take a good look at the following two graphics of the "gestational time" of the "births" of the Children of the Promise Fulfilled! There is no way possible for Joseph to be born after Dinah, and yet as the succeeding (15th) year begins to begin the "6 years" of labor for his cattle and wealth!
Linear Gestation of the Children from the Promises Fulfilled
If anyone was or is honest with the Word of God, how do they reconcile JUST the children of Fulfilled promises in Leah and finally Rachel and Joseph to be done (ALL shown born) in just seven years! So that when Joseph IS born there is only 6 years for serving for cattle/ wages? 
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7 years fulfilled HERE @ 84 months  &            2520 days 

(Now there is only 3 months to birth both Dinah and Joseph)

 

How can Jacob begin to work for his cattle for 6 years at this point if Joseph isn't born yet!

And for that matter, Neither is Dinah!!! 
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Past 8 years, well

into 9th year

If linear and no co- pregnancy with Leah/ Dinah, Rachel/ Joseph, then Joseph's being born would be well into the NINTH year! And since the last six years start with Joseph being born, that would be 7 + 9 + 6 = 22 years! How can this be? It is much easier to scripturally reconcile or explain the difference from 22 years to 21 years, than it is from 22 years to 20!

The Children of Promise in the Time of Jacob’s Trouble

Gestational Reckoning

www.godstimeline.net
                                                                         Sabbatical Cycle (Rosh 2001 to Rosh 2008)
                                                                                                 

                                                          2nd week of Jacob’s Trouble (Rosh 2000 to Rosh 2007)                                                            3rd week (Rosh 2007 to Rosh 2014)

              Rosh                                                                                                                                                                                           Rosh                       Rosh            

              2000                                                                                                                                                                                           2007                       2008        Jacob begins final 6 years
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   of labor for wages/goods
                                                                                                                                                                                        Sabbatical                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Year   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Final 6 years           

Year                             1                           2                           3                           4                            5                            6                         7                             8/1         (Rosh 2008 to Rosh 2014)
Month                    12                         24                         36                         48                         60                          72                       84                             96                           

Day                    360                        720                     1080                     1440                     1800                     2160                   2520                        2880                        
                              

                       Reuben                  

                          (330)              Simeon                      

                                                   (630)                   Levi                        

                                                                               (930)                  Judah                   

                                                                                                          (1230)                  Gad                      

                                                                                                                                     (1560)              Asher                                                                 Dinah            The pregnancies of Leah 

                                                                                                                                                              (1860)          Issachar                                       (2820)                   & Rachel overlap
                                                                                                                                                                                     (2160)        Zebulun                          Joseph         

                                                                                                                                                                                                          (2460)                           (2880)
* Each child given 300 days for gestation, birth, and time of cleansing 
* Leah pregnant with Reuben by the 2nd month of the 2nd “week” 
* The children of Rachel’s handmaid are not counted as children of the fulfilled promise

And if this is all relating in timing to "Rosh Hashanah"/the Feast of Trumpets/Tishri 1st, and Rachel is prophetically connected to Sarah (handmaids and all), then what did the Lord say to Sarah concerning the coming or birth of the "Promised Seed" in Isaac (and then seen in Joseph)?
Notice this! The following is the Lord's promise to Abraham concerning his wife and the "seed of promise" and the timing of his birth and the Lord naming the child! (same as with Jesus and Mary)!

Gen. 17:19-“And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. 20: And as for Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great nation. 21: But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year”. 

I do believe that the two accounts of Abraham and his immediate family are prophetically tied to that of Jacob and his family. And the tying in of these is not just for Christ's 1st Coming (being born) but also for the timing of His 2nd Coming! For what was said in God's Word concerning the birth of the promised "seed" (as seen in Isaac and later in Joseph)?

Matt. 2:2-“Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him”. 

Like I said, not only are these tied to show the "birth of the King", but also that of the timing for the Kingdom for which the King was born and to worship the King!

Zech.14:16-“And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. 17 And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain”. 
I need to say this: AMEN! Even so, come Lord Jesus, my King and Lord of hosts!

Now, even for Christ's 1st Coming and being born (not having died/ fulfilling Spring feasts), it is said that Jesus was born on Tishri 1st/ the Feast of Trumpets! And that the Lord coming (the Holy Spirit overshadowing Mary in her conception) to or upon Mary happened 9-10 months prior at Hanukkah/the Festival of Lights/the Feast of Dedication! Now notice the little bit of time that goes by (if this was indeed Tishri 1st) until the Lord comes again and what He then says about the impending birth of Isaac!

Genesis 18:1-“And the LORD appeared unto him in the plains of Mamre: and he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day; 9: And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And he said, Behold, in the tent. 10: And he said, I will certainly return unto thee according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall have a son. And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was behind him”. 
The Lord reiterates this in verse 14 (“Is any thing too hard for the LORD? At the time appointed I will return unto thee, according to the time of life, and Sarah shall have a son”). 

Now we see that the Lord having returned to Abraham did NOT say: "this SET TIME in the next year"! But a little time has passed to now and what He says now is that He will return at the "time appointed" ("set time"/ Feast of Trumpets/ Rosh Hashanah?) ACCORDING TO THE TIME OF LIFE (said twice)! What would then be the “time of life" if the Lord has come again to say this WITHIN the time He said He would come again the next year? It can only be that He was referring to the "gestational period" from the conception to the birth itself!

Now then, I do not see this as a "stretch" in the prophetic aspects of Christ's being born, or to that of also referring to Jacob's Trouble or the account concerning the Lord's coming Kingdom and the timing of it! For (as the above chart and the Lord's listing of the children born shows) they were all "ACCORDING TO THE TIME OF LIFE"!

Now then, "IF" this is going to be a "stretch" in connecting the accounts of Abraham/Sarai/Hagar/Ishmael/Sarah/Isaac with that of Jacob/Leah/Rachel/Bilhah/Dan/Rachel/Joseph and the amount of years (14) from the beginning of the births of Jacob's children to the coming Kingdom as being applied now, then explain the following!

With the child of contention/war/strife (Ishmael) not of the "seed of promise" (and Ishmael’s descendants- see the prophecy/ blessing of the Lord to him below) being born and Abraham's age (and the difference in age to when Isaac is born) why is it also FOURTEEN years (seven other years + seven other years)?

Gen. 16:11-“And the angel of the LORD said unto her, Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Ishmael; because the LORD hath heard thy affliction. 12 And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every man’s hand against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren.

Gen. 16:15-“And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called his son’s name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael. 16: And Abram was fourscore and six years old, when Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram”. (Abraham is 86 years old)
Gen. 21:5-“And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born unto him”. (100-86=DIFFERENCE OF 14 YEARS)!
Yes, there is 14 years difference from the birth of this wild man whose hand will be not only against his brothers (including Isaac and his descendants), but against every man!

And is it also just a coincidence that the "time of Jacob's trouble" to which I preach, is not only that of 21 years in total, but also that of 14 years unto the coming of Christ's Kingdom beginning with the start of the Lord's Day (Feast of Trumpets- 2000)! 

Now then, what is remarkable is that Jacob is the 2nd son of Isaac!

Guess who is the 2nd son of Ishmael?

Gen. 25:13-“And these are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by their names, according to their generations: the firstborn of Ishmael, Nebajoth; and Kedar, and Adbeel, and Mibsam, 
14: And Mishma, and Dumah, and Massa, 15: Hadar, and Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah: 16: These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their names, by their towns, and by their castles; twelve princes according to their nations”.
I have written and posted before on the Prophetic Psalms & Psalms of Degrees! In short, I stated that it looks like these Psalms of Degrees prophetically are "degrees/steps/years" from its beginning to the year which will see the Kingdom of God established. There are 15 of these Psalms. BUT with its beginning in psalm 120, there are exactly "14" of these steps or years that it seems to be the year describing the Kingdom of God having been established! Again, why 14 of them?

However, if these are starting at the Feast of Trumpets (2000), and the relationship of strife and contention with the descendants of Ishmael's (seen by the 2nd sons of both) hand against his brother (Jacob/Israel) is true, then how is it that Kedar is named specifically here?

Psalm 120 A Song of degrees.
1: In my distress I cried unto the LORD, and he heard me.
2: Deliver my soul, O LORD, from lying lips, and from a deceitful tongue.
3: What shall be given unto thee? or what shall be done unto thee, thou false tongue?
4: Sharp arrows of the mighty, with coals of juniper.
5: Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar!
6: My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace.
7: I am for peace: but when I speak, they are for war.  

Yes, if this a prophetic depiction of the start of the Lord's Day on the Feast of Trumpets 2000 we already know that Yitzak Rabin - the leading representative of the Jews who are living in or with the "tents"/cities of Kedar! And this religious hatred stems from Islam of whom Mohammed is descended FROM KEDAR! And it is those of Kedar (Islam) when Israel spoke of peace (Oslo) and still do, that they are for war! And yes, Arafat was a liar from the beginning. He had no intention to give peace to Israel!

Now going back to when or the timing of when Joseph would be born...If his birth is prophetic along with that of his grandfather Isaac and of Christ's birth as King of the Jews and His coming Kingdom, then his birth would be at "Rosh Hashanah" just as Christ's birth was. And therefore we could extrapolate that his conception would be "according to the time of life" from when the "promise” was fulfilled by Jacob! 

And that would be "Hanukkah"! Approximately 3 months from the “promise” that was fulfilled for "the set time next year" to the birth is Rosh Hashanah! And this year, for the set time next year, after the fulfilled promise is just to show (fulfillment in 2007 to 2008) the future fulfillment of the Day/year of the Lord's REST in the Sabbatical year and cycle!

And then, and only then, after Joseph is born- (at this set time in the next year) can the six years of service begin for Jacob's wealth in cattle/wages/goods or "economy"!
Folks, its 21 years, not 20! Believe God!
May Your Kingdom and REST come quickly, Lord Jesus, Amen!

Phil Rogers

  
