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“...I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not,  

but are the synagogue of Satan”-Revelation 2:9 

“...them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, 

 and are not, but do lie...”-Revelation 3:9 

Christ spoke the first Scripture reference above to the church in Smyrna, while the latter was spoken to 

the church in Philadelphia. It is important to remember that even within the present day church period 

(Laodicea), the characteristics of all seven churches are represented in type. The church in Smyrna and the 

church in Philadelphia are the only two churches to receive no condemnation from Christ. 

Revelation 3:7-10-“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, 

he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no 

man openeth; 8: I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: 

for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. 9: Behold, I will make 

them of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie; behold, I will make them 

to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee. 10: Because thou hast kept the 

word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the 

world, to try them that dwell upon the earth”. 

Notice that the church in Philadelphia is promised to be kept from the “hour of temptation, which shall 

come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth”. What is the “hour of temptation”? It is 

simply the temptation to worship Satan via his antichrist! After the resurrection of the dead in Christ and 

the Rapture of those who are alive and remain, those who are left behind will face the temptation to 

worship Satan in the person of the antichrist. Even those who get saved and become believers after the 

Rapture occurs will be faced with the temptation to worship the beast! But those who are saved after the 

Rapture occurs will refuse the temptation to worship Satan via his antichrist, and it is for this reason that 

they are martyred. 

Revelation 13:11-17-“And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a 

lamb, and he spake as a dragon (the FALSE PROPHET).  12: And he exerciseth all the power of the first 

beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose 

deadly wound was healed.  13: And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from 

heaven on the earth in the sight of men,  14: And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of 

those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, 

that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.  15: And he 

had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and 

cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.  16: And he causeth 

all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their 

foreheads:  17: And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or 

the number of his name”. 
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Note that this is exactly what happened to the Jews when Nebuchadnezzar demanded that they worship 

the image of gold (Daniel chapter 3). The people were tempted to worship the image to save their life. In 

the coming time of “great tribulation”, the unsaved who missed the Rapture will be tempted to save their 

life by worshipping the beast (Satan) via his antichrist. The antichrist will show “himself that he is God” 

(Second Thessalonians 2:4) and the false prophet will back him to the hilt. Those who refuse to worship 

the beast will be killed. 

The Philadelphian church is promised to be kept from this time of temptation. How? Via the Rapture! All 

those who are truly born-again will be raptured before this time of temptation occurs. Contrary to others 

who teach that only a special class of “spiritual” believers will be raptured, the Lord will remove all true 

believers from the earth prior to this time of “great tribulation” where those left behind will be tempted 

to give their allegiance to the antichrist. 

When speaking to both the church in Smyrna and Philadelphia, God mentions the “synagogue of Satan”. 

Those of the “synagogue of Satan” are unsaved, yet they call themselves “Jews”. In other words, just 

before the Rapture, there are a group of people AMONG the true Church (those truly saved-the true body 

of believers) who CLAIM to be “Jews”. God uses the word “Jews” in Revelation 2:9 and Revelation 3:9 as 

synonymous with the term “Christian”. The Lord never calls His believers “Christians”, although “the 

disciples were called Christians first in Antioch” (Acts 11:26). These members of the “synagogue of Satan” 

are professing “Christians” (“Jews”) who are unsaved! Yes, even Satan has his own “church”! 

Ephesians 2:1-5-“And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;  2: Wherein in time 

past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the 

spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience:  3: Among whom also we all had our 

conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and 

were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.  4: But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 

wherewith he loved us,  5: Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by 

grace ye are saved)”.  

Matthew 12:30-“He that is not with me is against me ...” 

John 3:36-“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not 

see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him “. 

We are all born into the world as “children of wrath”. Until we are born-again by the Spirit of God, we 

belong to our father the Devil! We are of the “synagogue of Satan” until we repent toward God and 

believe on the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation. 

According to God, what is a true “Jew”? For God says that there are some AMONG the 

churches “which say they are Jews, and are not, but do lie” (Revelation 3:9) and “are the synagogue of 

Satan” (Revelation 2:9). In contrast, who are these “Jews” who ARE part of the “Church” (the “one body”) 

represented by the seven churches? 

Galatians 3:24-29-“Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be 

justified by faith.  25: But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. 26: For ye are all 

the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  27: For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have 

put on Christ.  28: There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 



female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.  29: And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs 

according to the promise”.  

The Lord (through Paul) clearly states that it is not a person’s ethnicity that makes them a child of God by 

faith in Christ. Their ethnicity (whether Jewish or Gentile by birth) has no bearing on their salvation, yet 

God refers to His true believers in the seven churches as “Jews” (Revelation 2:9, 3:9). Is this a 

contradiction? No, for God is simply making a clear distinction between the saved and the unsaved within 

the corporate church by the use of the word “Jews” in the two passages in the Book of Revelation. 

1st Corinthians 12:13-“For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, 

whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit”.  

Again, God refers to His believers as neither “Jews” or “Gentiles” (in terms of ethnicity), yet makes the 

distinction between the saved and the unsaved by using the word “Jews” in the two passages in the Book 

of Revelation. God’s use of the word “Jews” in these passages in the Book of Revelation is for the purpose 

of distinguishing between true spiritual birth and those who have not been “born of the Spirit”. 

Remember, even within the corporate Church (represented by all seven churches), there are both saved 

and unsaved people. That is, there are some who call themselves “Jews” (professing “Christians”) among 

the true believers (true “Jews”) in the seven churches. God is simply stating that He considers His true 

believers in the churches to be “Jews” in contrast to those who are unsaved, who only “say they are Jews 

and are not, but do lie” (Revelation 3:9). 

Romans 2:25-29-“For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if thou be a breaker of the law, 

thy circumcision is made uncircumcision.  26: Therefore if the uncircumcision keep the righteousness of the 

law, shall not his uncircumcision be counted for circumcision?  27: And shall not uncircumcision which is by 

nature, if it fulfill the law, judge thee, who by the letter and circumcision dost transgress the law?  28: For 

he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh:  29: 

But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the 

letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God”. 

Paul states that the one who has been born-again by the Spirit of God is a “Jew”.  God refers to a true 

believer as a “Jew”, for true salvation is a matter of circumcision of the heart. Jesus, when speaking to 

Nicodemus, said “...Ye must be born again.  8: The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the 

sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the 

Spirit” (John 3:7-8). This concept of being “born-again” or “born of the Spirit” was nothing new. 

Deuteronomy 10:16-17-“ Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffnecked.  

17: For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which 

regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward”. 

Deuteronomy 30:6-“And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love 

the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live”. 

Jeremiah 4:4-“Circumcise yourselves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your heart...”. 

Genesis 17:9-11-“And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed 

after thee in their generations. 10: This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me and you and thy 



seed after thee; Every man child among you shall be circumcised. 11: And ye shall circumcise the flesh of 

your foreskin; and it shall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and you”.  

A token is the outward physical SIGN of an inward and spiritual HEART reality! 

Romans 4:1-13-“What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?  

2: For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. 3: For what saith 

the scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 4: Now to him that 

worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 5: But to him that worketh not, but believeth on 

him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 6: Even as David also describeth the 

blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 7: Saying, Blessed are 

they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 8: Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will 

not impute sin. 9: Cometh this blessedness then upon the circumcision only, or upon the uncircumcision 

also? for we say that faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteousness. 10: How was it then reckoned? 

when he was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision? Not in circumcision, but in uncircumcision. 11: And he 

received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had yet being 

uncircumcised: that he might be the father of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that 

righteousness might be imputed unto them also: 12: And the father of circumcision to them who are not 

of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he 

had being yet uncircumcised. 13: For the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was not to 

Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of faith”. 

Colossians 2:1-14-“For I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, (NOTICE THIS!) and for 

them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh; 2: That their hearts might be 

comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the 

acknowledgement of the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ; 3: In whom are hid all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4: And this I say, lest any man should beguile you with enticing 

words. 5: For though I be absent in the flesh, yet am I with you in the spirit, joying and beholding your 

order, and the stedfastness of your faith in Christ. 6: As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 

walk ye in him: 7: Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 

abounding therein with thanksgiving. 8: Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain 

deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 9: For in him 

dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. 10: And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all 

principality and power: 11: In whom also ye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, 

in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: 12: Buried with him in 

baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised 

him from the dead. 13: And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he 

quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 14: Blotting out the handwriting of 

ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his 

cross”. 

Colossians 3:11-“Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, 

Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all”. 

Romans 11:1-24-“1: I say then, Hath God cast away his people? God forbid. For I also am an Israelite, of 

the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin...5: Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant 

according to the election of grace... 11: I say then, Have they stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: 



but rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to jealousy.  

12: Now if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the 

Gentiles; how much more their fullness? 13: For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of 

the Gentiles, I magnify mine office: 14: If by any means I may provoke to emulation them which are my 

flesh, and might save some of them. 15: For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, 

what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead? 16: For if the firstfruit be holy, the lump is also 

holy: and if the root be holy, so are the branches. 17: And if some of the branches (ethnic Jews) be broken 

off, and thou, being a wild olive tree (Gentile), wert graffed in among them, and with them partakest of 

the root (Christ) and fatness of the olive tree; 18: Boast not against the branches. But if thou boast, thou 

bearest not the root, but the root thee. 19: Thou wilt say then, The branches were broken off, that I might 

be graffed in. 20: Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not 

highminded, but fear: 21: For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also spare not 

thee. 22: Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, 

goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. 23: And they also, if they 

abide not still in unbelief, shall be graffed in: for God is able to graff them in again. 24: For if thou wert cut 

out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to nature into a good olive tree: 

how much more shall these, which be the natural branches, be graffed into their own olive tree”? 

The Gentiles were “grafted in” to the “Israel of God”. This does not refer to ethnicity (physical birth), but 

to spiritual birth (“born of the Spirit”). 

Galatians 6:10-16-“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them 

who are of the household of faith... 15: For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor 

uncircumcision, but a new creature. 16: And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and 

mercy, and upon the Israel of God”. 

Those who are of the “Israel of God” are born-again people, whether they be Jew or Gentile by birth. God 

refers to His born-again believers (“sheep”) as “the Israel of God”. 

Romans 9:1-8-“I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, 

2: That I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. 3: For I could wish that myself were 

accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: 4: Who are Israelites; to whom 

pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of 

God, and the promises; 5: Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is 

over all, God blessed for ever. Amen. 6: Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they 

are not all Israel, which are of Israel: 7: Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all 

children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. 8: That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these 

are not the children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed”. 

Again, those who are saved (“born again”) are considered to be “the Israel of God”, regardless of their 

ethnicity. Paul wrote “they are not all Israel, which are of Israel”. That is, not everyone who claims to be 

saved is saved. Not everyone who claims to be a “Christian” is of “the Israel of God”. This is true for the 

corporate church as well, especially for the Laodicean church period, of which Paul spoke (Colossians 2:1). 

Just as the corporate physical nation of Israel is distinguished from the “eternal” Israel of God (those who 

have been born-again through faith in Christ), the corporate physical church is distinguished from the true 

eternal “church” (the “bride”), which is the “Israel of God”! 



When God speaks to the corporate Laodicean church, He is aware that within that church, there are those 

among the true believers who CLAIM to be saved (“Jews”) and are not. God calls them liars and says that 

they are of “the synagogue of Satan”. These unsaved people among the true believers of the corporate 

Laodicean church call themselves “Christians” but they are self-deceived, for they are not even saved! 

God will separate the true believers (“Jews”) from the false at the Rapture, for the Rapture is God’s 

judgment on the corporate church. 

1st Peter 4:17-18-“For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin 

at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 18: And if the righteous scarcely be 

saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear”? 

The Rapture is God’s judgment on the Laodicean church, which has within it representations of all seven 

types of churches found in the Book of Revelation. God is so disgusted with the corporate Laodicean 

church that He uses an analogy to express His attitude toward it. 

Revelation 3:14-17-“And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write... 15: I know thy works, that 

thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 16: So then because thou art lukewarm, and 

neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. 17: Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased 

with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, 

and blind, and naked”. 

Does this passage accurately describe the condition of today’s corporate “church”? Yes it does. It is vital 

to realize that the church that Christ likens to spewing out of His mouth is NOT a false church as many 

teach. No, the true believers within the Laodicean church are saved. The unsaved among the true 

believers are NOT part of Christ’s church, though they claim to be. The corporate Laodicean church 

sickens Christ so much that He no longer wants to be associated with it. After the Rapture, the Lord never 

refers to the body of true believers as His “church” again. It is almost as if the term “church” is anathema 

to the Lord after the Rapture, for He calls His body of true believers “the temple of God” and “the bride” 

from that point forward. 

You see, it is a matter of recognition with the Lord. The corporate church makes Him ill. Even many of the 

true believers within the corporate church make the Lord sick. The corporate church is no longer of use to 

Him, for it is in total apostasy. So the Rapture is the judgment that God brings on the corporate church, 

for He no longer wishes to recognize it. God removes the true believers via the Rapture and ushers in a 

period of time that Jesus called “great tribulation”. This period of “great tribulation” and the judgments 

thereof are for the purpose of repentance and salvation. The “great tribulation” will be effective in 

regards to the salvation of souls, whereas the corporate church was a miserable failure in regards to soul 

winning. God wants to save lost sinners, and since the corporate church is not working, God ushers in 

something that will work! 

Revelation 7:9-14-“After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all 

nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 

with white robes, and palms in their hands; [10] And cried with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God 

which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. [11] And all the angels stood round about the throne, 

and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, 

[12] Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and power, and might, 

be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. [13] And one of the elders answered, saying unto me, What are 



these which are arrayed in white robes? and whence came they? [14] And I said unto him, Sir, thou 

knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their 

robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb”. 

Another warning to those who “say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan” is found 

in Revelation 2:18-22. This warning is given to the church in Thyatira, but the warning is also to the church 

in Laodicea, for the Laodicean church has within it representations of Thyatira as well as the other six 

churches! 

Revelation 2:19-22-“And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of God, 

who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass; 19: I know thy works, and 

charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the last to be more than the first.    

20: Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which 

calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things 

sacrificed unto idols. 21: And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 22: 

Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, except 

they repent of their deeds”. 

Who are these that are cast into “great tribulation”? Jesus spoke these words to the church in Thyatira. 

Who in the prophetic church age/period of Laodicea, having the characteristics of the church in Thyatira, 

will be cast into “great tribulation”? The answer is those of “the synagogue of Satan”! Again, recall that 

even within all seven churches there are those who are truly born-again and those who are not. No true 

believer this side of the Rapture will be cast into “great tribulation”. But those who profess or claim to be 

saved, yet are not, will be cast into “great tribulation”. 

Timothy described these liars who claim that they are saved and part of Christ’s “church” very aptly in 

Second Timothy 3:1-7... 

Second Timothy 3:1-7-“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 2: For men shall be 

lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 

unholy, 3: Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those 

that are good, 4: Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 5: Having a 

form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 6: For of this sort are they which 

creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 7: Ever 

learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth”. 

Notice that these unsaved people have a “form of godliness”. These unsaved people go to church and 

know about God. That’s the “form”. But they deny “the power thereof”. That is, they do not know God 

personally and God does not know them. They appear to be “Christian” but are unregenerate.  

Jesus said “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. [21] Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, 

Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 

[22] Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name 

have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? [23] And then will I profess unto them, 

I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matthew 7:20-23).  

 



There are many professing “Christians” among the Laodicean church today who are unsaved and work 

iniquity. 

Jesus warned “Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are 

ravening wolves” (Matthew 7:15). These are unsaved preachers and teachers who appear to be 

“Christians”, but are not. 

Paul warned “For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not 

sparing the flock. [30] Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 

disciples after them” (Acts 20:29-30). Paul warned of false prophets and false teachers that would come 

and appear to be part of the true “church”. Do we have any false prophets today among us in the 

Laodicean church period? Of course we do! Some of them are very popular and big-name “Christian” 

personalities who have very large “churches” and deceive many. 

Again, Paul spoke of these unsaved people who would be present among the churches when he wrote to 

the Corinthians. “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles 

of Christ. [14] And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. [15] Therefore it is no 

great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be 

according to their works” (2nd Corinthians 11:13-15). 

Romans 16:17-18-“Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offences contrary 

to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them. [18] For they that are such serve not our Lord 

Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple”. 

These are the false prophets and teachers that Paul knew would be present among the churches. 

Jude 3-4-“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for 

me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once 

delivered unto the saints. 4: For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old 

ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and 

denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ”. 

2nd Peter 2:1-3-“But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false 

teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought 

them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. [2] And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by 

reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. [3] And through covetousness shall they with 

feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their 

damnation slumbereth not”. 

2nd Peter 2:13-14-“And shall receive the reward of unrighteousness, as they that count it pleasure to riot in 

the day time. Spots they are and blemishes, sporting themselves with their own deceivings while they feast 

with you; [14] Having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease from sin; beguiling unstable souls: an 

heart they have exercised with covetous practices; cursed children”.  

Specifically these are unsaved false preachers who practice adultery in the daytime while everyone else is 

working. Most modern day preachers have time off during the day and do not follow the example of Paul, 

who worked during the day and provided for himself so that he could preach the whole counsel of God 



without having to worry about being accountable to any “church” who was paying him a salary (“covetous 

practices”). 

Jesus said “Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 

generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh in the glory of his Father with 

the holy angels” (Mark 8:38). The context of this verse is the Second Coming. Jesus said that the 

generation that would witness His Second Advent would be an “adulterous and sinful generation”. This is 

the generation of the “last days” that Timothy and Peter wrote of (2nd Timothy 3:1-7 and 2nd Peter 3:3-

13). This “last days” generation is ear-marked by adultery. There are many people in churches today who 

are openly committing fornication and adultery. How many of them are of the “synagogue of Satan”? 

Revelation 2:20-22-“Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman 

Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication, and 

to eat things sacrificed unto idols.  21: And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented 

not.  22: Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into great tribulation, 

except they repent of their deeds”. 

What is true of the church in Thyatira is also true of the Laodicean church. The church of Laodicea is the 

“last days” church age/period just before the Second Advent. Many of this “last days” generation claim to 

be “Jews” but “do lie”. The Laodicean church has among it those who are “adulterous”, yet claim to be 

“Christians”. Adultery and “fornication” (Revelation 2:21) go hand-in-hand. These unsaved people who 

put on the appearance of being “Christian” have a “form of godliness” but deny the “power thereof”. They 

live among the true believers (“Jews”, the “Israel of God”) in the church, but they are not part of Christ’s 

true body of believers. 

God has given these unsaved people among the true church “space to repent”. Because they do not 

repent, God will cast them into “great tribulation”. The Rapture is the separation of the true believers 

(“Jews”) from the false. This is illustrated in the parable of the wise and foolish virgins with perfect clarity. 

Matthew 25:1-12-“Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, 

and went forth to meet the bridegroom. 2: And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 3: They that 

were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: 4: But the wise took oil in their vessels with their 

lamps. 5: While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept. 6: And at midnight there was a cry 

made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 7: Then all those virgins arose, and 

trimmed their lamps. 8: And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.  

9: But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to 

them that sell, and buy for yourselves. 10: And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they 

that were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. 11: Afterward came also the 

other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. 12: But he answered and said, Verily I say unto you, I know 

you not”. 

It is very important to recognize that the Lord, through the use of this parable, is showing the CONTRAST 

between the saved and the lost. The five foolish virgins thought that they were saved. Yet the door was 

shut and the Lord tells them “I know you not”. These five foolish virgins are representative of the unsaved 

people among the Laodicean church who “say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of 

Satan”. When the Rapture occurs, they (as the five foolish virgins who represent them) will be left behind 

and cast into “great tribulation”. 



Notice that they are told to “go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves” (verse 9). This sheds 

new light on 2nd Peter 2:1-3 (“But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be 

false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought 

them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 2: And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by 

reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 3: And through covetousness shall they with 

feigned words make merchandise of you...”).  

Those who “sell” are the false prophets (unsaved televangelists and many “mega-church” preachers for 

example) and those who “buy” their wares are the foolish virgins. How many people who claim to be 

“Christians” today are “buying” from false preachers who “sell” their “Christian merchandise” and 

“Christian message” to the “simple” (Romans 16:18)? 

“Go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves” is the sarcastic comment from God to these 

foolish virgins. Paul spoke of these false preachers who make “merchandise” of the people who think they 

are saved (Philippians 3:18-19-“For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even 

weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: [19] Whose end is destruction, whose God is 

their belly...”). 

When the Rapture occurs, many who thought they were saved will find themselves left behind and cast 

into “great tribulation”. Most (but not all) will realize that they have deceived themselves, repent, and 

believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. Those who do will become the “martyrs of Jesus” (Revelation 17:6) and 

those whom John saw “under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the 

testimony which they held” (Revelation 6:9). These are the so-called “Tribulation saints”. 

Also notice (in the parable) that the Lord does NOT say “I never knew you” nor does He say to DEPART 

from Him or that they were considered workers of iniquity/sin (Matthew 7:23). The Lord tells the foolish 

virgins “I know you not “ (Matthew 25:12). Why? Because some of the foolish virgins WILL get saved later 

after they miss the Rapture and come to the realization that they were not truly saved! There is a big 

difference between “I know you not” and “I never knew you”! 

All across America, churches are filled with unsaved people who think they are saved. They have never 

repented toward God and exercised faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (“...repentance toward God, and faith 

toward our Lord Jesus Christ”-Acts 20:21). If you speak to the average person on the street, they will tell 

you that they consider themselves to be a “good” person. Solomon said “Most men will proclaim every 

one his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find” (Proverbs 20:6).  

The average American who considers himself to be a “Christian” has absolutely no idea of the Holiness of 

God. The average unsaved person who considers themselves to be a “Christian” are idolaters, who have 

fashioned for themselves a “God” who winks at their sins and tolerates homosexuality, adultery, 

fornication, and lying, et cetera. 

The average unsaved person who thinks they are a “Christian” is ignorant of the “righteousness of God” 

(“For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, 

have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God”-Romans 10:3). There are many, many 

unsaved people sitting in the church pews every Sunday who will miss the Rapture. They are self-

deceived. Most have heard the gospel but have never submitted and humbled themselves before the 

Lord. They will wind up in “the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that 

dwell upon the earth” (Revelation 3:10). Then they will have to choose between life or death. Many who 



miss the Rapture will later become born-again and follow Christ, for Revelation 12:11 says of these “and 

they loved not their lives unto the death”. 

Why is the Laodicean church so intolerable that the Lord says that He will “spue” it out of his mouth like a 

mouthful of lukewarm water? Remember, the unsaved people who claim to be “Christians” and part of 

the “church” are NOT counted as part of God’s true body of believers. What about the Laodicean church 

sickens God so much that He finally pronounces judgment on it at the Rapture? The majority of the true 

believers in the Laodicean church believe that they are “rich” and “have need of nothing”, yet God says 

that they (the true believers who make up the Laodicean church) are “wretched, and miserable, and poor, 

and blind, and naked”. The sad thing is that the majority of the true believers in the Laodicean church 

“knowest not” that they are “wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked” (Revelation 3:17). 

Across America, churches have become ecumenical social clubs. There is a dearth of true Bible knowledge 

in the land. Preachers  and church members have abandoned the King James Bible (“the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God”-Ephesians 6:17) and traded it for the “AEFV” (Anybody’s & Everybody’s 

Favorite Version). Old fashioned verse-by-verse Bible study has been replaced with “quarterlies” and 

“devotionals”.  

Paul said it best in his epistle to Timothy: “For the time will come when they (SAVED CHRISTIANS) will not 

endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching 

ears; [4] And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables” (2nd 

Timothy 4:3-4). This was aimed at born-again believers, not the unsaved! 

The corporate Laodicean church in its age/period is rotten to the core. The true believers in the Laodicean 

church think that “gain is godliness” (1st Timothy 6:5). While they concentrate on building bigger church 

houses with big-screen televisions and surround-sound systems, the lost are going to hell around them. 

While they put on “fellowships” and hold “fund-raisers”, the unsaved are pouring into hell at an alarming 

rate. Does anyone care? Not likely, for how many churches follow the example of Christ and the Apostles 

and preach on the street where the lost are? BUT THEN, WHY SHOULD THEY? They have brought the 

unsaved in amongst themselves, which Paul warned strongly against! The believers were to take the 

gospel OUT to the lost for the purpose of getting them saved first. Then, and only then, were the newly 

saved converts to be brought into the fellowship of the other believers for the purpose of discipling them! 

When was the last time you saw one of the “mega-churches” going OUT to the streets passing out gospel 

tracts and preaching the gospel to those who are perishing? Jesus, Peter, and Paul did! Most churches 

think that going door-to-door and inviting someone to come to church for a party, “movie night”, or a 

“Christian” rock concert constitutes “evangelism”! How far the “church” has fallen!  

Even those churches that do make an effort to reach the lost do so with a watered-down “gospel”. Absent 

from their “message” is hard preaching on hell, sin, the law, and judgment. Rather, the lost are told to 

“come to Christ, He has a wonderful plan for your life” or “give your heart to Jesus”. Discussion of sin is 

limited to the generality that “all are sinners”.  

The law (the “schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ”-Galatians 3:24) is virtually absent from modern-day 

preaching and witnessing, so that the lost sinner does not see their need for a Savior. The “preaching of 

the cross is to them that perish foolishness” (1st Corinthians 1:18). Why? Because without the preaching of 

the law, lost sinners will not see  any reason to flee “the wrath to come” (Luke 3:7). 



Yes, the Laodicean church is full of truly saved believers who make God sick. The corporate church no 

longer has any credibility with God or the world, for the corporate church looks and acts just like the 

world! The irony is that they think they are “spiritual”, when in reality they are an embarrassment to Him. 

It is for this reason that God judges the “house of God” (1st Peter 4:17-“ For the time is come that 

judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that 

obey not the gospel of God”)? The Rapture will herald the Judgment Seat of Christ for the true believers, 

for the Rapture is the judgment of the corporate church, and it is judged by the whole. 

Luke 21:36-“Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these 

things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man”. The way to be “accounted worthy” 

and “stand before the Son of man” is simply to be born-again. 

Romans 14:10-“ ...for we (SAVED BELIEVERS) shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ”. 

2nd Corinthians 5:10-“For we must all (SAVED BELIEVERS) appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that 

every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or 

bad”. 

Romans 12:1-5-“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2: And be not conformed to 

this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 

acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 3: For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is 

among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as 

God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 4: For as we have many members in one body, and all 

members have not the same office: 5: So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one 

members one of another”. 

There are many people who have this self-righteous attitude that they are solely of the “Philadelphian 

Church” and therefore the “rapture” is theirs and to them alone! Don’t think so highly of this position that 

you think you have of your standing within the body of Christ, because as the Scripture states, there are 

MANY MEMBERS and we are MEMBERS ONE OF ANOTHER! This includes ALL of the Churches to whom 

Christ addressed Himself to in His Revelation! And as we have seen, there IS the condemnation to the 

Church of Smyrna and Philadelphia in that there are those who say they are “Jews” (Christians- but lie-self 

deceived) BUT ARE NOT!  

I for one cannot be that arrogant as to say that I’m a “Philadelphian” believer, since my own life has 

exhibited many of the characteristics of all 7 Churches! I just thank God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ that the “promise” of not having to be thrust into the time of “great tribulation” is provided by His 

Word! For the “hour of temptation” (to worship Satan and his antichrist) to the whole world is coming 

very shortly. 

For those people who may read this before the “resurrection/rapture” takes place, you can go to 

www.godstimeline.net  to find out scripturally when, where and WHY this judgment of Christ’s must first 

begin with the house of God! And of course for those who read this after the “rapture” has happened, it 

will serve you to know that it was understood before it happened! And therefore give you the confidence 

in the FULFILLING of God’s Word! And that “today is the day of salvation”! Don’t put off the eternal 

salvation that is in Jesus Christ! Go to Him by faith and accept His free gift of eternal life and His provision 

for it, in His death, burial and resurrection to life! And put YOUR TRUST IN HIM FOR THIS ETERNAL LIFE! 

http://www.godstimeline.net/

